456               BLESSED EUPHRASIA PELLETIER         [JULY 31

comprehensiveness and clearness, largely used in Italy; an Ecclesiastical
History for secondary schools; and a History of Italy, this last translated
into English. A manual of Prayers and Instructions compiled by him
reached its hundred and twenty-second edition in the Saint's lifetime,
and it is still in use. Like many of the elect of God, Don Bosco, despite
his almost constant outward cheerfulness, suffered much from interior
dryness, depression and that sense of the uselessness of effort which forms
the special temptation of those engaged in work for Souls. Though so
fearfully harassed by these and numberless other trials of a peculiarly
distressing nature, he ever preserved that serenity of soul which marks
the true soldier of the Lord,

He possessed that gift so often found in persons of exalted Sanctity of
discerning vocations and careers. A notable instance of this is related with
reference to the late Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Francis Bourne.
As a very young priest, his Eminence went to stay with Don Bosco with
the idea of trying his vocation in the Salesian Congregation, which he
had always greatly admired, and to which he was ever so sincere a friend.
The holy Founder, however, informed the young aspirant, after due con-
sideration, that God had not called him to this mode of life, but that
another and more prominent destiny awaited him in England! John
Melchior Bosco departed from this mortal sphere, which he had done so
much to improve and edify, on 3 ist January, 1888, and almost instinctively
the whole Catholic world felt that it had lost a Saint. Declared " Vener-
able " by Pius X, 24th July, 1907, the Founder of the Salesians was
Beatified by Pius XI on 9th June, 1929. His Canonization at St Peter's
by the same Pontiff, on Easter Sunday, ist April, 1934, was the signal
for those rejoicings everywhere which mark the supreme honour paid
by the Church to those of her children who have " instructed many unto
justice," and laboured to restore the lost sheep to Christ's eternal fold.

BLESSED MARY OF ST EUPHRASIA PELLETIER, FIRST
SUPERIOR OF THE CONGREGATION OF OUR LAD7
OF CHARITY OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD OF ANGERS
(1796-1868)
THE French Revolution, which seemed to so many outside the Church
to herald the end of Catholicism, was in fact, under God, to be the be-
ginning of a new and glorious era for the Faith. The Jacobin fury, which
swept away the altar and the throne in France, was the " baptism of fire "
from which was to issue forth a whole host of regenerated children, with